The plant Aconitum ouvrardianum HAND.-MAZZ. grows in Diqing country of Yunnan province in China at an elevation of 3000 m. Biological activity studies performed on diterpenoid alkaloids of "CaoWu" species have shown analgesia, anti-imflammatory and antiarrhythmic action.
and C-1 (d C 85.6 d), 6-OCH 3 3) as well as the upfield proton signal of the acetyl at d H 1.36 due to the shielding effect of the 14a-OAs, suggesting the presence of 14-anisoyl group and the acetyl group at C-8. 3) In the 1 H-NMR, the downfield chemical shift of 16-OCH 3 (d H 3.52, 3H, s) in addition to the doublet signal of H-14 indicated the presence of hydroxyl group at C-13.
3) Meanwhile, another hydroxyl group was located at C-2, based on the chemical shifts (d C 62.3 d) of this carbon and the HMBC correlations of H-2 (d H 4.01) with C-4 (d C 38.9 s) and C-11 (d C 52.7 s). The configuration of 2-OH was a-orientation, based on the downfield shift of C-19 (d C 51.8 t) in the 13 C-NMR spectra of compound 1. In this case, there was a hydrogen bond formed between N atom and 2a-OH group (Fig. 2) . 4) Finally, all the evidence given above led to assignment of the structure of ouvrardiantine as 1.
Ouvrardiandine A (2) was isolated as a white amorphous powder, [a] D 20 Ϫ62°(cϭ0.3, CHCl 3 ). The HR-ESI-MS of 2 exhibited a protonated molecular ion peak at m/z 500.2647 [MϩH] ϩ (Calcd 500.2643) corresponding to the pseudo-molecular formula of C 28 H 37 NO 7 ) also confirmed the a-configuration of the 15-(2-methylbutyryl) ester group. In addition, the stereochemistry of this group may be assigned as "S" based on references, which reported some other natural products bearing the same moiety, [6] [7] [8] [9] and the absolute configuration of C-2Ј was in agreement with the L-isoleucine pathway in the biosynthesis of the secondary metabolites.
10) The structure of ouvrardiandine A thus was deduced as 2 by careful analysis of the 1D-NMR and 2D-NMR ( Table 2 ). Comparison of the 13 C-NMR and MS data of 2 and 3 determined the structure of ouvrardiandine B to be 3.
Experimental
General Silica gel H and GF 254 (Qingdao Haiyang Chemical Group Co., China) were used for column chromatography and TLC, respectively. The spots were detected by Dragendorff reagent. Optical rotation measurements were made using a Perkin-Elmer 341 polarimeter.
1 H-and 13 C-NMR spectra were recorded on a Varian Unity INOVA 400/45 and Bruker Avance 600 spectrometer in CDCl 3 with TMS as internal standard. HR-ESI-MS was measured on a VG Auto Spec 3000 mass spectrometer. IR was measured on a Nicolet FI-IR 200SXY spectrophotometer.
Plant Material Aconitum ouvrardianum HAND.-MAZZ. was collected in 4 OH to pH Ͼ9, extracted with ethyl acetate three times, and evaporated to give the total crude alkaloids (18.0 g). The crude alkaloids (8.0 g) were chromatographed on silica gel columns using gradient elution with petroleum ether-acetone (10 : 1→4 : 1) to give fractions I-IV. Fraction II (300 mg) was separated on a silica gel column with cyclohexane-acetone (20 : 1) to give compound 1 (8 mg). Silica gel column chromagraphy of Fraction III (500 mg) was eluted with ether-acetone (10 : 1) to give 2 (5 mg) and 3 (4.5 mg).
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